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Conservation a theme at state’s largest energy conference

By Dustin Walsh Granholm cuts $304 milion from

state’s general fund budget
Rated Not yet rated

More than 800 people attended Michigan's
peop WIS rate This Yriediiyey

largest energy conference, the Energy
Conference and Exhibition 2009
Tuesday held at Rock Financial
Showplace in Novi.

Ferd gets $159 million state tax

The event, sponsored by the Engineering . credit for plant conversions

Society of Detroit and DTE Energy Co.,
focused on Michigan’s new energy
legisfation, Public Act 295 of 2008, signed
into law on Qct. 6, 2008,

Features

The new green economy was also a
recurring theme of the keynote speech
given by Monica Martinez, commissioner of
the Michigan Public Service
Commission.

“When we talk about change, the environment is at the heart of that conversation,” she said.

She urged regional businesses to incorporate energy conservation because it harbors
innovation.

"We either choose to et Michigan move forward in these areas or let some other state take
it,” she said. “Let’s catch the energy and make it happen.”

Four educational tracks were offered on such topics as energy efficiency implementation, LED
technology, energy consumption management and new energy optimization programs.

Among the 75 exhibitors displaying products and services at the event were: Siemens
Building Technologies, Merlo Energy, Performance Engineering Group Inc., General
Motors Worldwide Facilities Group, Michigan CAT and Laminair Systems Inc.

Jim Newran, owner and managing partner of Newman Consuilting Group L.L.C,,
moderated a panel on Comerica Inc.'s new LEED-certified bank center prototype and its
sustainability council,

“Everyone is always bashing the auto industry about its CO2 emissions,” he said, “But,
existing buildings put out more CO2 than transportation.”

Amy Pillivant, senior vice president and director of corporate reat estate for Comerica,
suggested that local businesses start a sustainability council to oversee all building and
energy projects.

Comerica’s sustainability council, she said, implemented heating and cooling standards for all
of its branches, the use of LEED-certified building project managers and the use of
environmentally friendly cleaners for use in its buildings.

Emmett Romine, manager of energy optimization for DTE Energy, outlined the proposed
energy programs that DTE Energy and Consumers Energy Co. are planning to offer,
pending approval by the Michigan PSC.

The programs are designed to implement energy optimization through energy efficient
products and incentives,

Romine said the program is "aggressive” and scheduled to launch within weeks of MPSC's
ruling — currently scheduled for June 2.

David Walz, director of corporate facilities for Kelly Services Inc., said he attended the
event to learn more about sustainability and how Kelly can improve its role in the green
economy.

“We have a general appreciation of where the whole economy is going,” he said. “There’s an
emphasis on green initiatives and we want to be a part of that.”
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Gary Bachman, Cleary University facilities director, said he attended to tearn more about
LED technology and how to apply it at the university.

"I am constantly asked to reduce energy consumption at the university’s two campuses,” he
said. "So, we are looking at LED technology for use in our parking lots.”

Richard Haller, ESD president and COO of the Walbridge Group Inc., said the crowded
ballroom was proof that energy matters to Michigan business,

“The issues talked about here are key to the new economy that's being placed here in
Mmichigan,” he said.
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